20                       RELIGIOUS COURTSHIP.
do so too ? I don't know what they do, says she, but I know what they ought to do.
She was now too well satisfied of what she feared before, and her mind was so oppressed with it that that she was not able to hold; But making an excuse to take her sister's letter, and go in and tell her father the news of the death of his brother-in-law, she left her sister to walk with her lover, and went up into her chamber, and locking herself in, she gave vent to her passions by crying vehemently a great while: when she had recovered herself and considered that she was obliged in civility to go down again, she composedher thoughts, and kneeling down, prayed to God to fortify her soul in the resolutions she had always taken, never to join herself to any man that did not acknowledge God, and profess to fear and serve him; and in this temper she went down to him again.
She was with him after that some hours in the evening, as usual; but he observed she was not easy nor free: at length she told him, that upon this occasion of a relation being dead, it was proper for the family, and decent to their father, that they should make some little alteration in their conduct, and desired he would not take it ill that she retired from him sooner than she used to do. This he could not object against, and accordingly he took his leave, believing that her uneasiness was nothing but the business of her aunt's being a widow, which though, as she said, she was not much concerned for, yet several things about it might take up her thoughts, so as to make her not so perfectly easy, or so good company, as she was before.
But he was quite out in his guess; for her uneasiness was of another kind, and she had nothing now lay upon her mind, but how she should discharge